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| JoHN vii 17. 

If an) Man will do his Will, he ſhall know 
of the Doctrine, whether it be of GOD, 
or whether 1 ſpeak of my Self. 


tended Importance, are the 
MA Controverſies that have been, 
that are, and for ever (tis like- 
ly) will be in this our World, agitated 
among the Profeſſors of Religion: With 
fuch Warmth and Zeal are they manag'd, 
and fo ſeemingly aſſured are the Chief 
Directors, on either Side, ot the Truth 
of their own Opmmonc, that many hontc ſt, 
and well-meanms, Chriſtians, have been 
greatly perplex'd, and troubled hereby ; 
not knowing which Courſe to ſteer, and 
fearing, leaft their eternal State ſhould be 
atfected, through their taking the wrong 
fias of the <weſtion, One Party tells them, 
that, their Scheme 75 mojt agfecable to the 
£30! Pol, A 0 iuterwoden with the C Hel ſtian 
3 Leerrine, 
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DoGtrine, that it and Chiriſtianity, maſt | 


ſtand, or fall together, Another Party in- 
fiſt on their Hypotheſis being the Truth, 

and ſo eſſential to the Chriſtian Revela- 
tion, that, we cannot believe the Goſpel 
dithout embracing it; and both: Parties a- 


gree in this, that they bring Texts of 
Scripture to ſupport their ſeveral Aſſerti- 
ons; and endeavour to recommend and 
entorce their different Set of Notions un- 
der the Stamp of Divine Authority. In 
this Caſe, what ſhall a poor unlearned 
Man do ? How precarious doth his eter- 
nal Happineſs appear? If he joins in with 
this Perſuaſion, the other Party look up- 


on him, and deem him guilty of funda- 


mental Error: If he ſides with that Par- 
ty, the other, in their Turn, pronounce 
him ſatally erroneous. This would almoſt 
tempt a Man to throw off all Regard to 
the Chriſtian Religion; and, was there no 
way to diſengage ourſelves from this Dit- 
{iculry, it would be not at all ſtrange if 
Deiſm got prodigious Ground every Day. 
But our Bleſſed Lord hath diſcover'd a 
Method, by which, we may ealily extri- 
cate ourſelves out of this Labyrinth, and 
{et our Hearts at reſt, amidſt all the Noiſe 
and Clamour raiſed by contending Oppo- 


| fites. He hath taught us how to remain 


firm and unmcved, againſt all the Patte- 
1 © | rics 


„ 

ries of Anathemas, that might be levell'd 
àgainſt us by thoſe of contrary Senti- 
ments. If we are but ſincere, we are 
ſecure. If any Man will do his Will, he 
{ball know of the Doctrine, whether it be of 
God, or whether I ſpeak of myſelf. _ 
On this very account, do theſe Words. 
ſcem plainly to be deliver'd, vi, to eaſe, 
encourage, and comfort, plain upright. 
Souls. Chriſt Jeſus came down from Hea- 
ven with his Father's Commiſſion to in- 
ſtruct a dark and ignorant World, in the 
true way of obtaining eternal Life and 
Happineſs ; to teach Mankind what they 
ought to believe, and what they ought 
to do to be ſaved. Such a welcome 
Mciſage, brought by ſo Divine a Perſon, 
pronounc'd with ſo much Authority, con- 
ard by ſo many miraculous Teſtimo- 
nies of Divine Power, could not but claim 
the Attention, and command .the Re- 
cards of thoſe, who were not quite loſt. 
to a Senſe, of G OD, and Religion, and 
the welfare of their Souls. Thoſe who 
were particularly affected and influenced 
by this extraordinary Meſſage, were for 
the moſt Part, of the inferior ſort of Peo- 
ple, Men of mean Parts, no Learning, 
and little Subſtance in the World. Such 
were inclined to entertain a good Opi- 
nion of our Bleſſed Redeemer, and to be- 
| ne 
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lieve in Him, and follow him, as the ſa 


often promited; and the ſo long expecte 
Meſſiah. „ =_ .. 
But, it was a great Obſtacle and ſtumb- 


ling Block in their way, that their Ra- 
lers and Prieſts (whom they were taught 
to have in the greateſt. Veneration and. 
Reverence, and to whofe Determinations. 


they had learn'd to give an implicit Faitli 
and Obedience,) were ſo far from behold- 


ing Chriſt in the ſame Light, and receiv- 
ing him as a Teacher ſent from G Q P, 
that finding their wicked Practices and 
ſenſual Luſts diſcover'd and condemn'd 


by his heavenly Doctrine, they repreſent- 


ed Him as the vileſt of Men, an Impoſ- 


tor, a Devil; and his Doctrine unworthy 


of G OD, not fit to be received; and His 
Diſciples, as a contemptible, raſcally, curſ- 


ed Rabble. Him therefore they were re- 


ſolved to kill; and them were they deter- 


mined to ſuppreſs by all the deviliſh Arts 


of Perſecution. ' his we have ſufficient- 


ly illuſtrated in every Branch, by the 


foregoing Context; which we ſhall find 


to be this. LE. 
The Jews were fo ofended at, and en- 
raged againſt Chriſt, on account of the 


Freedom which he tock in his laſt Dif- 


courſe to them, in reproving their ſuper- 


ſtitious and iminotal Practices, that they 


Were 


CTY 


were reſolved to take the firſt: Opportu- 
nity of laying Hands on Him, and dif- 
patching Him out of the World. This 
our Saviour knew; and for this (becauſe 
the Hour of his appointed Death was not 
come) He retir'd from Jeruſalem to be 
out of their way, and went up and down 
the Parts of Galilee, preaching the Goſpel 
among them. But the Feaſt of Taber- 
nacles drawing nigh (at which, the Jems, 
ir remembrance of their way of living in the 
Wilderneſs, were ordered to leave their Hou- 
ſes. and for Days, to dwell in Booths 
erected in the open Air, and covered only 
with Boughs of Trees, * to which, every Male 
was commanaed to be preſent, || 21 being 
made under the Law, that He might ful- 
fill all Righteouſneſs, + was determined to 
be at it ; but for his own Safety, he choſe 
ro go privately, and not in Company with 
his Relations and Friends, though they 
ftrongly importun'd him to it. Being ar- 
rived at Jeruſalem, he thought fit to keep 
himſelf as ſecret as he could at firſt, wait- 
ing the Iſſue of their Rage and Malice. 
The Jews (as he expected) on his Rela- 
tions being come up-to Town, made di- 
ligent Enquiry after him, among them, 


* Levit. xxiii. 33, Nehem. viii. 13. 
7 ha 16. e = 
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but found Him not. This occaſioned a 


general Talk concerning Him among the 
People; and every one paſſed his Judg- 

ment on Him, as they thought fit. Some 
ſet Him forth, and condemn Him as a 
'Deceiver and Cheat; but there were o- 
thers that thought Him (from the Ten- 
dericy of his Doctrine, and the Manger 
of his Life) a good and pious Man; not 
daring, however, to divulge their fa vou- 
rable Thoughts of Him, leſt they incurr'd 
the Diſpleaſure of their Governors. When 
the Feaſt was half done, and the Num- 


ber of Sacrifices began to diminiſh, and 


the People, of Conſequence, had more 


| Leiſure to attend to Inſtruction, Jeſs 
| 519m appeared, and taught in the 


Temple, to the Surprize and Admirati- 
on of all, even his moſt implacable Ene- 
mies; who yet endeavoured to inſinuate 
into the Minds of the People, that He 


Was beholden to Magick or the Devil, 


for his Knowledge in thoſe Things he 
ſpoke of; ſince they were ſure He had 
never had the Advantage of any liberal 
Education. In anſwer hereunto, Jeſus 
faid, that the Doctrine He taught was not 
indeed invented by himſelf ;. *twas not 
the Effect of His own natural Parts, or 
of human Inſtruction, He, had not been 
to learn it at any of their celebrated 

4+ - Schools, 


Schools, nor was beholden for it to any 
of their admired Rabbis. No, it was im. 
mediately communicated to Him by GOD. 
His Father, who gave Him Commandment 
what He ſhould ſay, and what He ſhould 
ſpeak, *. W 

Upon this, now we may reaſonably 
ſuppoſe, that thoſe, who were thought- 
ful and conſiderate among the People, 
muſt be at a ſtand. They could not well 
help for a Time being at a Loſs how to 
determine. Here were two directly op- 
poſite Parties before them, pleading for 
the higheſt Room in their Minds and 
Judgments. Jeſus declares to them, that 
His Commiſſion is Divine, and his Doct- 
rine from GOD. The Leading Men a- 
mong their own Nation, Perſons of Re- 
putation, Honour, and Authority, Who 
had had the beſt Inſtruction out of their 
noted Schools, Academies, and Colleges, 
whoſe Office and Buſineſs it was. to in- 
terpret their Law to them, and who had 


been long employ'd in ſtudying and teach- 


ing it; Theſe, decry, aſperſe; and con- 
demn Chriſt and His Doctrine. How ſhould 
they act in this Caſe ? How dangerous 
would it be for them to err on the one 
ſide or the other? Did they imbrace 

| B Chris 


X Fohn xli. 49. 
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Chriſt's Doctrine as Divine, and give up 


themſelves to Him as their Spiritual 


Teacher, and He ſhould prove an [po/- - 


tor at laſt, and His Doctrine to be derived 
from Hell, according to their Ralers Re- 
preſentation, they ſhould be found to have 
turned their Backs on Moſes and the Pro- 
phets (who were certainly inſpired Teach- 
ers) and ro have thrown themſelves out 
of the Covenant made by GOD with their 


Fathers. Did they reje& Chri//””s Doctrine 


on the Inſinuation of their Prieſts and 
Ralers, as Diabolical, and it ſhould prove 
a Divine Revelation, their Unbelief would 
be attended with moſt fatal and eternally 
evil Conſequences. To relieve their Minds 
under theſe Doubts and Fears (which one 
mult think, would neceſſarily, on ſuch an 
Occaſion, . embarraſs them) our Bleſſed 
Lord tells them, in the Words of the 
Text, If any Man will do his, i. e. GOD's 
Mill; whoſoever ſincerely endeavours to 
obey GOD, ſo far as He hath made 
known His Mind to them, He ſball know 
of the Doctrine; he ſhall be enabled to 

and determine concerning that 


088. 
Doctrine I have laid before you, whether 


it be of GOD; whether GOD hath ac- 
tually commiſſioned me, as I aſſert, to 
teach it, or, whether I ſpeak of myſelf, whe- 
ther I deliver it out of mine on Head, 
and in mine own Name. * «© On 


8 


(iy © 
on the Words thus explain'd according 
to their Connection, I think I may very 
well ground this DoQrinal Propoſition : 


A ſincerely honeſt and apright Man, is ſe- 
.cure of having all neceſſary Divine Truths 
ſet before him in ſuch a Light as ſhall 
be ſufficient to enable him rightly to un- 
derſtand and judge of them. | 
By neceſſary Divine Truths, T mean ſuck 
Truths, the right Knowledge of which, 
nearly affects our eternal Intereſt and 

Melfare; ſuch as we cannot be ignorant 
of, or miſtaken in; without a manifeſt 
Prejudice to our future Happineſs. In 
Tpeaking to this Argument, I ſhall purſue 
this Method. 


I. I jhall enquire, when a Man may. 
e judg'd to be ſincerely honeſt and up- 


1 ; l 
II. Whence his Security ariſeth, of his 
being able rightly to underſtand and judge 
of all neceſſary Divine Truths, by having. 
them ſet before him in a ſufficiently clear 
Light. © F 
III. I ſhall draw ſuch Concluſions as I 

think naturally low from hence. 


I. The Firft Enquiry is, when a Man 

may be judg*d to be ſincerely oneſt and 

upright : And, T think, theſe two Branches 
£26 4 2 : ars 
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are eſſential to, and make up, the Cha- 
racter of a ſincerely honeſt and upright 
Man. 2 et 


T He conſcienciouſly endeavours to live 
up to that Light, which GOD at pre- 
ſent is pleaſed to vouchſafe unto him: And 


II. He is willing and ready to receive 
and obey, any new and farther Light 
from G OD, in what manner, or by what 
Perſon ſoever communicated. 


I. A ſincerely honeſt and upright Man 
conſcienciouſly endeavours to hve up to 
that Light, which GOD at preſent is 

| pleaſed to vouchſate unto him. 


Various are the Degrees of Light, which 
G OD, as the Sovereign Creator and Bene- 
factor of Mankind, is pleaſed to impart. 
As long as the Divine Beiug vouchſafes 
to all His rational Creatures, Means ſuf - 
ficient to direct and bring them to Hap- 
pineſs; and, as The Juft Jaage of all the 
Earth, he requires from none, Improve- 
ments of more than they have, it is no 
way inconſiſtent with the natural Notions 
we have of a Deity, that a Difference, 4 
very con ſiderabie Difference, ſhould be made 
(as we find there is actually made) be- 
tween Men, with reſpect to rhe . 
| = all 
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and Qzality of the Talents they are en- 
truſted with. All we poſſeſs, our Beings, 
every Member of our Bodies, every Fa- 
culty of our Souls, every Comfort of Life, 
is. mere Mercy, the Effects of undeſerved 
Goodneſs and Bounty! GOD might have 
with-held all, or any of theſe Things 
from us, without having the leaſt Injuſtice 
imputed, to Him. He may do what he 
pleaſeth with his own,* and beſtow it, when, 
and where, and in what Manner and Mea- 
fure he thinks good.; ahd none dare, with- 
out the greateſt Impudence, ſay unto Him, 
What doeſt thou? Or, Why doeſt thou thus? 
There 15 not that Being, indeed, in. the 
whole reaſonable Creation now ſubſiſt- 
ing; neither hath there been ſince the 
Day GOD ſaid, Let there be Light, and 
there was Light. || Neither will there be to 
the Time, in the which, the Heavens ſhall © 
paſs away With a great Noiſe, and the Ele. 
ments ſhall melt with fervent Heat, 4+ But 
what hath, had, «and ſhall have in his 
reach, all that is neceſſary to his Fœlici- 
ty; which, if he falls ſhort of, it mult be 
owing ta himſelf, And yet, if we con- 
. ſult. the Hiſtory of paſt Ages, or take a 
- View of What falls under our own Ob- 
5 ſervation, 
* att, Xx. 15. 


|| Gen. i. 3. 
2 Pet. iii. 10. 


br) 

ſervation; we ſhall find ſome enjoying 
greater Means of Happineſs than others. 

Some are left wholly to the Light of 
Reaſon, and can obtain no ether Know- 
ledge than what Nature dictates. Others 
have been bleſs'd with an additional Re- 
velation; which, like the ſhining Light, hath 
(Done: move and more” to the perfect Day. For 


GOD, who at ſundry Times, and in divers 


/ 


Manners, ſpake in Time paſt 4 the Fithers 


by the Prophets, hath in thoſe laſt Days 6 


ken unto us by His don, * who, by His 
Appearance in the World, like the Mid- 
day Sun, ſcattered a glorious and full 
Light around the Tents of thoſe, whom 
GOD, in His Providence, led to the 
Knowledge of Him. 

There is a remarkable Difference alſo, 
both among Heathens andamong Chriſtians, 
with Reſpect to the Meaſure of Ligbc 
voichſatcd. GOD imparteth to ſome a- 
mong each, greater Degrees than to o- 
thers. Natural Parts, Circumſtances of Life, 
Advantages of Education, Opportunities of 
Converſation, (which are all directed and 
ſuper- intended by Divine Providence) 


make a conſiderable Diſtinction. The 


dull, the poor, the unlearned and rude, 
whether Heathen or Chriſtian, have not 


the ſame Means of Knowledge as is 
W 


* Heo. 15 52 2. 


| whoare not ſo; tho? they may knoẽw-w 
enough, all of them, to pleaſe GOD, and 
be accepted of Him. x 
Whoever therefore, in the whole World, 
from. the riſing to the ſetting Sun, makes 
it his Buſineſs to walk by the Light he 
hath; ſtudies and endeavours to reduce 
the Knowledge he can obtain by his Care 
and Induſtry, to Practice; and regulates 
his whole Behaviour by the Will of GOD, 
as far as he can ſee it manifeſted to him, 
let his Light be dimmer or brighter, his 
Knowledge more or leſs, that Man, fo 
far, is an honeſt, a ſincere, an upright Man, 
of whatever Country, Nation, or Kingdom 
he is; a Gracious GO D expects no more 
from him; a juſt GOD cannot require 
any more of him; GO.D is. too wile. 
and good, to reap where He hath not ſomn, 
or gather where He hath not ſirewed. * How. 
can any poſſibly know more than they 
have the Means of knowing ? And how. 
can any poſſibly believe and practiſe what, 
it is impoſſible for them to know? and, 
how can GOD or Man judge otherwiſe. 
of theſe Perſons, than, that they are ſin- 
cerely honeſt and upright, who make 
| Conſcience of believing and doing, all 
that they can at preſent ſee and know 
to be requir'd of them by G OD? Would 
SFC N 
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not a contrary Judgment (I would appeat 5 


to any conſiderate Man) appear harſh, 
unjuſt, and cruel ? | 
II. To finiſh the Character of a ſin- 
cerely honeſt and 'upright Man, he is 
willing and ready to receive and obey 
any new and farther Light from GOD, 
in what Manner, or by what Perſon ſo- 
ever communicated. - | 
There is no Man, who conſiders at all, 
and knows any thing of himſelf, but what 
muſt be ſenſible of his Tgnorance: That 
he is a Stranger ſtill to a great many va- 
luable and important Truths in Divine 
Matters, whatever his preſent Attain- 
ments in Knowledge may be, The Divine 
Eſſence, is an inexhauſtible Fund. None 
by ſearching can poſſibly find out G O D, none 
tan poſſibly find out the Almighty to Perfecti- 
an. We can never expect to compre- 
hend fully the Depths of an infinite Mind, 
tho? we ſhould be making gradual Ad- 
vances in our Knowledge of GOD to e- 
ternity. His Glorious Attributes of Wiſ- 
dom, Power, Goodneſs, Holineſs and Juſ- 
tice, diſplay'd in the Works of Nature, 
and the Ways of Providence, will furniſh 
Matter for perpetual Contemplation and 
Enquiry ; which none, how wife ſoever 
he may imagine himſelf, can * he 
oh rs bath 


_ 


| < Job xi. 7; 


* 
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= 
hath perfect and adæquate Ideas of. With 
reſpect to the Duties he owes to GOD, 
himſelf, and his Fellow Creatures, a Man 
cannot be ſo vain as to account himſelf 
a perfect Maſter in the Knowledge of 
them, as to every patticular Branch or 
minute Circumſtance, ſo as to need no 
farther Information. The Reaſonableneſs 
and Certainty of a future State, and the 
awful Conſequences of the Day of Judg- 
ment; the Enjoyments and Happineſs of Hea- 
ven; the Miſery and Torments of the 
damn'd, are Subjects not fo fully can- 
vaſs'd, nor ſo cleary laid open, as that a 
Perſon may conclude himſelf above #all 
future Inprovements, with relation to them. 
In ſhort, both as to Doctrines to be be- 
lieved, or Daties to be practiſed, which 
Reaſon may dictate, or the Scriptures may 
have reveaPd, none upon Earth under- 
ſtands ſo much as not to be capable of 
knowing more. Many Errors relating to, 
both, which now may be received as; 
Truths, may, by future Search, be diſco- 
ver'd; aud a Multitude of Difecalties fu- 
ture Application and Study, may clear 
up an! remove. Further Illumination 
therefore car but be deſired, and ought * 
to be expected. 5 72 
And, whoever is fncere and upright, 
is both Willing and ready to receive any 
. Luske 
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Light he can perceive to be ſtruck out, 


and to guide his Conduct by it. Truth 


is What he is deſirous of, what he aims 


at, and labours after, Truth, it he can 
but come at, he matters not where 1t 
lies, from whence it is dug, nor how it 
is drefs'd. No Principles he hath imbib'd, 
nor any Courſe he hath followed, is he ſo 
violently attach'd to, as not to be open 
to Conviction, or thankful for better 
Inſtruction, Inveterate Prejudice in Fa- 
vour of, or againſt any Doctrine or Prac- 
tice, I take to be inconſiſtent with Since- 
rity; neither can I ſee how an obſtinate 


Bigot, who hath ſer a Ne Les ultra to his 


Enquiries, and hath reſolved, right or 
wrong, not to alter his preſent Sentiments, 
nor to admit any farther Illumination, 
can be denominated a ſincerely honeſt and 


wpright Man. He ſets Bounds and Limits 
to the Almighty in his ways of Provi- 


dence, and acts, as tho? GOD could not, 


or ſhould not, beyond ſuch a Time, by 


no manner of means, enlarge his Under- 
ſtanding, and rectify his Indgment. Where- 
as the Man that is truly ſincere, knows 


the Frailty of his Nature, how apt he is 


to be impoſed upon by Appearances, and 
what Room there is for Advances. He 
is not under the Power of evil and vi- 
cus Habits, which have a natural and 

| 1 755 direct 


(19) 

direct Tendency to blind the Underſtand- 
ing and corrupt the Judgment. He hath 
no beloved Deeds of Dart ute, indulg'd, to 
prevent his opening his Eyes: For every 
one that doeth Evil, hateth the Light, neither 
cometh to the Light, leſt his Deeds ſhould be 
reproved, But he that doth Truth, cometh 
to the Lieht, that his Deeds may be made 
manifeſt that they are wroueht in G O D. * 
The Fear of 60 D is the governing 
Priaciple of his. Life. To pleaſe and glo- 
rify his Maſter, is his conſtant View and 
End. The Divine Will, is the Grand Law 
he governs his Actions by. Wherever he 
ſees GOD's Will to be reveal'd and ma- 
nifeſted, there he bends his Thoughts and 
Care, to practiſe it, how ever contrary to 
corrupt Nature, and with what Difficul- 
ty ſoever it, be attended. Whatever way 
it is diſcovered in, whether by Reaſon or 
Revelation, or whoever the Inſtrument is 
that ſignifies it to him, he matters not 
at all. He is glad of, and thankful for 
the Light. It is the Will of GOD, which 
alone; he regards; and- therefore, thro? 
Fear of GOD, he is inclined to embrace, 
and ſets himſelf to comply with it. 


5 This is the ſincerely honeſt and upright 
Man. Such a One, is ſecure of at, 
55 C3 — 
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all Neceſſary Divine Truths ſet before him 
in ſuch a Light as is ſufficient to enable 
him rightly to underſtand and judge of 
them. This brings me to the ſecond En- 
Guiry, which is. = 


II. Whenee this Security aviſcth? And, 


I think, it doth from theſe Three 
Springs: . 


J. All natural Impediments in the way 
of Underſtanding, and rightly judging of 
3 Divine Truths, are remo- 
ved. 

III. A Good and Gracious G OD, can 
not permit him to be gnorant or err to 
his eternal Prejudice and Hurt. 

III. The Promiſe of GOD, in His re- 
vealed Word, aſſureth him, that he ſhall 
know and rightly underſtand alt that is 
receſſary to his Happineſs: 


Let us conſider them a little diff 22 


I. All natural Impediments in the way 
of underſtanding, and rightly judging of, 
all Neceſſary Divine Truths, are removed. 

Truth being ſounded in the Nature and 
Relation of Things to each other, if pro- 
poſed in its Native Colours, is eafily per- 

| cCeiv'd 
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ceiv'd, and will be readily embrac'd. by 
every reaſonable Creature. Nothing but 
our Corruption and Degeneracy, makes it 
hard to be diſcern'd, and renders us a- 
verſe to receive it. The Prejudices of Edu- 
cation, a iond Regard to are Perſons 
and Parties, the Biaſs of worldly Intereſt, 
the Power of indulged Lauſts, draw a Kind 
of Veil over the Laffre of Truth, and 
obſcure the Brightneſs of it, that it dotli 
not ſhine upon us, as it ought and na- 
turally would, and blind our Eyes that 
We cannot behold it. Paſſing thro' this 
Medium, Divine Truths loſe of their at- 
tractive Splendor, and charming Beauty, 
and lie much darkned and diſregarded: 
Like the Sun, which becomes impercep- 
tible, when ſhadowed by an interyening, 
black Cloud; but as ſoon as that is diſ- 
pers'd, its Rays, by their own ſtrong 
Light and Heat, make every Perſon ſen- 
ſible of its Power and Influence. So theſe 
Impediments once remov'd, Truth never 
tails engaging the Attention, and Regard 
of every Reaſonable Being. It will be ſeen 

and muſt: be prevalent, _ 
The Man now that is ſizcerely honeſt and 
apright, is not. hindred in his View. and 
Choice of Truth, by any of thoſe Letts 
and Bars. He is as much as poſſible di- 
veſted of thoſe Obſtacles that might lie, 
| : Hl 


6 
in the way from Education. He makes it 
his Buſineſs, more and more every Day, 
to get rid of theſe uneaſy Shackles that 
he might travel the more freely and vi- 
goroully the Path of Truth. As to great 
Names and Perfons, he honours their Me- 
mory, conſiders their Arguments, and 
Bleſſech GOD for their Aſſiſtance ; but 
he will never be prevaiPd upon to give 
up his Liberty of private Judgment, whicli 
GOD hath given him an indiſputable. 
and unalienable Right unto, on any Con- 
fideration whatever. His Mato is, Amicus 
Socrates,” amicus Plato, Sed magis amica ve- 
ritas, or to ſpeak in a more modern Lan- 
guage, Luther was a Great Man, Calvin 
Was a Great Man, Arminius was a Great 
Man, but Truth is greater than all threes | | 
As to this World”s Intereſts, he makes them 
all ſubſervient to the Cauſe of Divine 
Truth, and counts ail but Loſs and Dung, 
in compariſon of the Excellency of the Rnom- 
ledge of GOD in Chrift Jeſus. * His Heart 
and Soul is ſo purified by the Fear of 
GOD, as, that he dares not allow him- 
ſelf in the Neglect of any known Duty, 
nor in the Practice of any known Sin: 
Conſequently, he hath, and can have no 
inward Uncaſineſs on the Diſcovery of 
Truth, nor any Loathneis ro behold the 
Light of it. The Scales thus fallen For . 
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his Eyes, his Sight becomes neceſſarily 
dclearer and ſtronger, and he able to dif- 
cern more fully the Brightneſs, and li- 
able to be impreſs'd more forcibly by the 
FOWer” of It... _ i 


TL, . The ſincerely hond ſt and atrirht Man, 
may relt ſatisfied, that, a Good and Gra- 
cious GO D, will not permit him in any 
wiſe to be ignorant, or err to his eternal 
Prejudice and Hurt. G OD, lie may be 
aſſured, will preſerve and keep him from 
all Þeftructie, Ignorance, and damnable 
8 "x 
There is no Man indeed in the World, 
(let him be ever ſo ſincerely honeſt and 
upright) with all his Care and Pains, can 
ſo diſengage himſeif from all Prefudices he 
might have been brought up 1n, or him- 
ſelt contracted, can hang fo looſe to this 
World's Iatereſis, or become ſo perfectly 
free from Luſt and Corruption, as, that 
there ſhall be no Remains of either in 
him, nor he receive any wrong Influen- 
ces from them, No, be muſt he more 
than mortal that is ſo wholly unbiaſs'd: 
That is a State of Happineſs which can» 
not be reaſonably expected (tho? it may 
be earneſtly deſired ) on this Side the 
Grave. Ot Conſequence, therelore, the 
beſt of Men are detc-tive in their Know- 
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ledge; and, in many Things, we all 
err. . 
Blut all Ignorauce is not fatal, all Miſtakes 
are not dangerous. There is Ignorance and 
Error of that inſignificant Nature, even 
in Religion, ſo little pernicious, and de- 
ſtructive, that the Goodneſs of a Man's 
State towards G OD here, is not at all 
affected thereby, neither will his Happi- 
neſs hereafter. He may be a truly good 
Man now, and go to Heaven at laſt, not- 
withſtanding any Effects of it. And, ma- 
ny a Saint now in Glory, doubtleſs on the 
Review of his Attainments in Knowledge, 
on Earth, cannot but Bluſh if bluſhing 
may be ſuppoſed among the Inhabitants 
cf the Bliſsful Regions Above) at the Great- 
.hefs of his Ignorance, and Multitude of 
his Miſtakes, whilſt clogg'd with this Bo- 
dy of Corruption: Foraſmuch as ſuch Ig- 
norance and Miſtakes therefore, are of 
fo innocent a Nature, we may well ſup- 
poſe the Divine Being to let a ſincerely ho- 
zeſt and upright Man alone to live and die 
in them. „ 5 
But whenever the explicite Knowledge 
of any Truth becomes ſo neceſſary; as 
, that the future Happineſs depends on the 
Faith and Influence of it here in this Life, 
then we cannot ſuppoſe an infinitely good 
and Gracious GOD, to be an unconcerned 
8 crater, 
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Spetator, ſo as to ſuffer- a ſincerely hon 
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and upright Man, to be ignorant of, ar 


miſtaken in it. In that Caſe, we have 
all the reaſon in the World to think he 
will intereſt Himſelf ; and. either in his 
Providence, by t e Uſe of external Means 
and 1::ftruments, get him inſtructed in 
it: Or if theſe ſhould not be at Hand, 
illuminate his Underſtanding, by the im- 
mediate Teachings of His Grace and 


Spirit. Such an One, ſhall never go out of 


this W rid fatally decery?d ana blinded. 
This, I fay, we may reaſonably ſuppoſe; 
The Conſideration of G OD's Goodneſs, 
will bear us out in the Suppoſition. For, 
let us but reflect a little. Here is a Crea- 
ture ſo thoroughly poſſeſs'd with a pro- 
per Reverence and Fear of His Glorious 
Majeſty; ſo ſenſible of his Obligations to 
his Maker, that he makes it rhe ſtudy 
and Buſineſs of his Lite, to walk worthy of 
God to all pleaſing, || The Light and Know- 
ledge of his Duty, which GOD already 
hath vouchſafed to him, he carefully and 
conſcienciouſly lives up to. The Ignorance 
or Mitake he may labour under, 1s not 
affected. Ir is not matter of Choice. On 
the contrary, he is defirous and willing 
to know- more of the Divine Will, and is 

ready and diſpoſcd to comply with it, 
TE F When- 
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whenever GOD ſhall be pleaſed to mani- 
feſt it to him. 3 | 
The Language of his Soul is, I will rut 
the way of thy Commandments, when tho 
ſhalt ealarge my Heart, Teach me, O Lord, 
the way of thy Statutes, and I ſhall krep it 
ants the End. Give me Underſtanding, and 
T ſhall keep thy Law, Tea, I ſhaii obſerve it 
with my whole Heart, * l 


On the bare Repreſentation of ſuch a 
Caſe, can any Perſon imagine our Good 
and Gracious G0 D, will, or can ſuffer 
any Soul like this to periſh for ever for 
want of Knowledge, which, all that he 
could do, could not obtain; and for Sins 
of Ignorance, which he could not avoid, 
becauſe he could not any way know them 
to be Sins? Is this to be imagined ot 
our merctful Father? Would not ſuch a 
Conduct be contrary to all the Notions 
we have of a Deity? Is not ſuch an At- 
ſertion a degrading the molt benevolent 
Being beneath ourſelves, and making him 

more hard- hearted and cruel than corrup- 
_ ted Man? For who among us is there, 
whoſe Heart could ſuffer us to deal fo 
by any of our Fellow Creatures depen- 
dant on us? Could we ſerve an honeſt 
Child or Servant ſo? Far be it from us 
therefore, to charge that upon G OD, 
VVV which 
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which we could not but 160 ourſelves 
for! Sure as God is Good and Gracious, ſo 
ſure may every ſincerely honeſt and upright 
TM 12 be, that GOD will not permit him 
to be ignorant or err to his eternal Pre- 
judice and Hurt. 

III. The ſincerely honeſt and upright Mar, 
hath the Promiſe of GOD in His reveal- 
ed Word to depend on, that he ſhall know 


and underſtand all that is neceſſary to his 
Happineſs. GO D hath given His Word 


for it, and that is more ſtable than the 
Foundations of the World. For, Heaven 


and Earth ſhall paſs away, but one pott or Tu- 
tle of Gods Mrd {hall not fail, God is not 
a Man that he (hoald Lie, neither the Son of 
Man that he fhiuld'repent. Hath he ſaid, and 
_ ſhall he not do it? Or, hath he ſpoken, and 
{ball he not make it good eV 

He is too good and wiſe to impoſe on 
the Credulity of his obedierit Creatures; 
too true and faithtul 'ro be guilty of non- 
Pe f5rmance of His Promites; and too 
oweriul not to be able to fulfil them, 
Let us then fee Whether we have not 
any ſuch Promiſe in Sacred Wrir, for a 
frac oel honeſt and apris mt Man to lay hold 
of, and rely upon. The Text itſelf ma- 
niteſtſy contains a Promiſc of this Nature, 

J any Man wilt do Hes. Wi, he 1 know 
D 2 f 
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of the Doctrine, whether it be of Gol, or 
whether J ſpeak of myſelf. Theſe Words 
are the Aſſertion of the Son of GOD 

Himſelf, commiſſion'd by Him, and com- 
ing in His. Father's Name to reveal His 
Will; and therefore, a fa:thful Sayings, and 
worthy of all Acceptation. Had we ho other 
Promiſe but this, thege would be a ſure 
Foundation laid for our Faith, Hope, and 
Truſt. But this is not the Caſe: A ſin- 
cerely honeſt and upright Man's Security, is 
not plac'd on a ſingle Promiſe. Another 
to the ſame Purpoſe we have, Pſalm xxv. 
12, What Man, (ſays the inſpired Author) 
is he that feareth the Lord? him ſhall he teach 
in the Way that he ſhall chooſe. Again, Hoſ. 
Vi. 3. Then ſball we know, if we follow on 
ro know the Lord. Where the Prophet, in 
the Name of GOD, tells the Jews, that 
their attending to, improving of, and 
practiſing on the preſent Knowledge of 

| GOD they had, ſhould prove a fruitful 
| Source of farther: Knowledge, and would 
be a certain Means of Increaſe therein. 

The ſante kind of Promiſe we have made 

by our Saviour to His Diſciples. Mar. xiii. 

12. He anſwer'd and ſaid unto them, it is 

given to you to know the Ho of the 

Kingdom of Heaven, but to them it is not 

given. The Reaſon is annexed : For who- 
ſoc ver hath, i. e. agreeably to the Context, 
| | F YE makes 
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makes a good Uſe and Improvement of 
that Knowledge he hath already, to him 
{Þall be given, and he ſhall have more abun- 


dance, GOD will enlarge his Sphere of 


Knowledge. He will vouchſafe to ſuch an 


one, a fuller Manifeſtation of himſelf and 


Will: But whoſoever hath A0 ; from him {ba / / | 


be talen that he hath, © © 

Theſe Promiſes are plain and obvious, 
eaſy to be underſtood, and deſigned for 
the Encouragement and Comfort of thoſe 
who were ſtncerely honeſt and uprizht : And 
what: more, or greater, can be deſired? 
What fafer Security is there? If the Re- 
cords of our Faith be of Divine Autho- 
rity: If thoſe Places I have juſt mentio- 
ned, are to be found recorded in the Scrip- 
tures: If they do manifeſtly include a 
Promife, the ſincerely honeſt and apright 
Man, is. as ſecure of attaining the Know- 
ledge and Underſtanding of all that is ne- 
ceſſary to Happineſs, as himſelf can 
make him, for he hath paſs'd his word 
2 — it, and he cannot poſſibly deny him- 

8 3.45 £7 en! ö 


III. The Third Thing I propoſed at 
the beginming to do, was to draw ſuch 
Concluſions as naturally flow from this 
SURnet © Ee 
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I. And, moſt unbecoming and vain are 
their Fears, who will not examine into 
the Truth of Doctrines propoſed, and 
Practices recommended, left they ſhould 
fall i:to damnable Errors. 
There are not a few Profeſſors it may 
be of the Goſpel, who are of this Turn 
of Mind. How often may it have been 
heard, when any Truths, receiv'd as im. 
portant and fundamental, have been ſift- 
ed; or any ſeemingly notorious Errors 
broached, I will pot, ſays one, and ano- 
ther, medale with theſe Things, but will ſtill 
go on to believe as I have been taught, and 
not ſuffer any the leaſt Alteration, to be made 
ia my Creed. Error hath a thauſand Ways 
to inſinuate itſelf into our Minds, and I may 
be caught thereby, to my eternal Ruin, before 
J am aware. | 
This is a plauſible Excuſe at firſt Sight, 
and what hath often been urged in Fa- 
your of Sloth and Indolence. Far am I 
from encouraging fickleneſs and incon- 
ftancy in Notions of Religion. It is be- 
neath a Man, and unbecoming Profeſſors of 
the Name of Chriſt, to be like Chilaren 
toſſed to and fro, and carried about with e- 
very Wind of UDottrine, by the ſlight of Men, 
and cunning Crafitneſs, whereby they lie in 
nait to decerve,* There is 2 ſteadfaſtneſs 5 
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in Religious Truths, that is very commen- 
dable and neceſſary, which is every Chri- 

tians Duty and Intereſt. 

But there is a great Difference between 
Steaafaſtneſs and obſtinate Prejudice. The 
latter is unworthy Men and Chriſtians ; 
we may candidly read, and carefully exa- 


mine, whatever Notions are ſpread A- 


broad, to. the undermining of anciently 
received Doctrines, or even to the deſtroy- 
ing of the Foundation of all Religion; and 
we ought to do it for our own Satisfac- 
tion, and ſtronger Confirmation in the 


Truth; and that we might the better be 


able to oppoſe and ſilence Gain- ſayers. 

- Had the Jews been governed by theſe 
Fears, our Saviour's Doctrine would never 
have been attended to by them, nor had 
Chriſtianity ever gain'd Ground in the 
World. The Goſpel was contrary to all 
the generally receiv'd Opinions among all 
Neligtons upon Earth. The Heathen's De- 
votion and Worſbip, was entirely condemn'd 
by it, and the Jewiſh Religion, as far as 
it was poſitive, altogether ſaperſeded. The 


Prieſts of both, were buſy and loud in 


repreſenting the Chriſtian Revelation. as 
prophane and þlaſphemous : And what 
now would have become of it, had the 
Fears of examining into new, and thoſe 
accounted falſe Coctrines, prevail'd in that 


Age? Popery 


1 
Popery alſo would have never loſt Ground 
in this our (and, had our Fore-fathers been 
ſo timerous and fearful. The Proteſtant |, 
Beformers were obliged to bear an heavy 
Load of Calumny thrown upon them as 
Innovators, Heretiche, and many ſuch-like 
Terms, or they could never have clear'd 
our Keligion of that vile Heap of Rabbiſh, 
that lay upon it. They ſapp'd the Foun- 
dations of Doctrines that had been of ſome 
Hundred Years ſtanding in the Church; 
they were not afraid of examining into, 
and bringing to the Teſt of Reaſoz and 
Scripture, Opinions that were eſteemed Sa- 
cred, which at that Time of Day, a Man 
could ſcarcely entertain a Doubt and Scru-, 
ple about, without the reputed Guilt of 
Impiety. To whoſe brave Searches and 
noble Stand againſt the then reigning Cor- 
ruptions, both in Faith and Practice, we 
owe (under GOD) that Glorious Lg 
of Divine Truth, we now enjoy. | 
Beſides, thoſe Perſons. who make Uſe 
of the atore-mentioned Plea, would do 
well to confider, whether by {o doing, 
they do not eventually tax themfelyes with 
Inſincerity or betray a Diſtruſt of God's 
Faithfulneſs: For, had they good Evi- 
dence, which they could clear up to them- 
ſelves, that they were of the Number of 
ſuch, as did the Will of GOD; and did 
Q they 
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they really believe, that GOD would be 
as good as His Word, where He fays, 
They ſhould know of the Doctrine, whe- 


cher it be of GOD, or Human Inventi- 


on, all their Fears would vaniſh away, 
and they would impartially try whatever 
Was pi opoſed to them, with reſpect to 
Rel gion, ro believe of practice. 


1 


I. 'Thoſe Go are [tfcious to thew⸗ 


ſelve: of their own Integrity, need not 
regard whatever' the World thinks or fays 


of them, on Account of their Sentiments 


in Religious Matters. They have that within 
them to ſupport and comfort them under 
all the hard Reflections and Uſage they 
meet with, which all others are Strans 
gers to, viz." The Teſtimony" of their Con. 
faeces, that in Simplitity and godly Since. 
rity, not with fleſbly Vi. Nom, but by the Grace 
of GOD, they have had their Converſation 
in the World. 4 It is, and can be but a 


ſmall Thing with them to be judged of 


Man's Judgment. Men may, and ofies do 
paſs a wrong, an narſh, and uncharitable 

Judgment on them, through Ignorance, 
Weakneſs, Envy, and Malice. G O45 
knows the Sſaeerity of their Hearts: And 
70 His” All. e ye, can a they appeal 
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from Man' 8 . el for th wir pee 
neſs, and reſt ſecurely, on his Promiſe; 
That whatever, Fate they: ſhall , undergo 
in this World, as to their Reputations, 
Perſons, or Eſtates, it ſhal},go well with 
them hereafter. GOD, Wen. that * fone 
whom they have careſully.: ke 
pleaſe in all Things, will not iffer or 
to leave this World, in ag; dangerous, 
fatal Ignorance or brian Will certain 
ly, guide them into all, rhoſe, Truths, in 
Which, eternal Happineſs, is nearly con- 
a F t O43 FELT 
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N rie K K as it is of 
the. greateſt Conſequence,, In {Religion 
ſhould be principally regarc ded b 

Our chief Buſineſs in Life, ſhould ET t 
ſee to it, that we live up to that Light 
and Knowledge, GOD. is pleaſed in the 
way-of His rrovidence, te communicate 
0 us already ; ; and get our , Minds, in 
uch a Temper and Diſpoſition, as. to 
mY efirons. and ready to know more, 
NO we may practice better. Being 
thus upright, we need not be troubled 
cr concerned at the Multitude of Errors 
and Hereſies, of what Nature or Size {c 
ever, that are continually broached, an 
induſtriouſſy propagated in the World 


around us. = 
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The Infncers, and the Fypocrite, 3:2 
fuch'a JudQure, had need be upon their | 
Guard: againſt thoſe,” nhife tomms is of 
ter the Working of Satan, with il Deceive- | 
| ableneſs of Unrighteouſneſs. * But, Since 
| rity and Uprightneſs, will be an un- | 
moveable Security. | 
However ſubtile and ſpecious the Ar- 
uments for Error, are, or may ſeem, 
(if the Error be of eternal Conſequence) 
they will never be able to move agd ſe- 
duce rhe ſi=cerely honeſt Soul; or, if ſuch 
for a Time ſhould. be led aſide, he will 
be at length enabled to recover bimfeif 


ont of the Sw.re of the Devil. | 
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IV. We ſhould be very cautious ho- 
we charge any Perſons wich fatal Igno- 
rance, or damning Error; becauſe, this | 
is to conclude them hypocritical and in- 1 
ſincere; which it is impoſſible for us to 
know, unleſs Men give very flagrant In- 
ſtances thereof, And yet, now common i 

is ſuch} a Charge fe be Hhearqe? us z 

: There may be Perſons indeed ignorant | 
of what we (Chriſtians) take ro be the | 
fut Principles of the Qracles of GOD, | 


There 
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There may be others miſtaken in thoſe 
Points, Which appear to us to be the 
Foundations of Chriſtianity : But, do we 
know what Degrees of Light G O D is 
pleaſed to afford to them? 


Can we tell. they do not make Con- 
ſcience of We up to that Knowledge 
they can obtain? * 


May we not ſee ſome of thoſe fuppo- 
ſed ignorant and erroneous Perſons, diſ- 
covering an honeſt Diſpoſition, a teach- 
able Frame and Temper of Mind, and 
leading, in the main, moral and virtuous 


Lives ? 


Are we ſure, therefore, that their Ig- 
norance is not to them invincible, and 
their Errors ſuch as they cannot avoid? 


Ts it neceſſary to Salvation, think we, 
that all Men ſhould ſee with our Eyes? 
That they ſhould believe as we believe, 
and act juſt as we act? | 
May not they be ſincere in the Im- 
provement of the Talents entruſted with 
them, tho' they are fewer than ours? 


Let 


( 
Let us not be forward to cenſure and 
condemn them; but bleſs GOD rather 
for His more abundant Grace to us-ward, 
and ſee to it, that as our Advantages, 
ſo our Improvements may be Superior 
to thoſe of others; that, ſince we think 
we know more, we ſtudy to practiie 
better than others do. | 
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